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"The Embarkation of the Pilgrims from Delfthaven 
in Holland" (1844), by Robert Walter Weir, 

US Capitol Rotunda 



Society of Mayflower Descendants

The Society of Mayflower Descendants is a very 
special hereditary organization comprised of a 
diverse group of individuals who have 
documented their descent from one or more of 
the 102 passengers who 
arrived on the Mayflower 
in 1620 at what is now 
Plymouth, Massachusetts.



The Departure from Delftshaven by Charles Lucy



The Mayflower at Sea by Margeson



Founders of the 
Society of Mayflower Descendants 

in Texas
1 Mr. Wilbur Leslie Evans 
2 Miss Mary F. Norton 
3 Mr. Robert Ring 
4 Miss Evelyn B. Sterling 
5 Mrs. Gustine C. Weaver
6 Miss Alice W. Lathrop 
7 Mr. Arthur H. W. Norton 
9 Mrs. C. N. Sarratt 
8 Mr. Alfred E. Wilkinson
10 Mr. H. Leslie Evans 

11 Mrs. Carrie J. Boyle 
12 Miss Ann E. Wilkinson 
13 Mr. Milford F. Norton, II 
14 Mrs. Arthur E. Carter 
15 Mrs. George E. Dilley
16 Mrs. John M. Ramsey 
17 Mrs. Ellen N. Starr 
18 Mrs. E. R. Westmoreland 
19 Mr. Wilber H. Young 
20 Mr. Hobart Y. Evans



1  Wilber Leslie Evans
1st State Governor

9  Mrs. Edwin O. Sarratt
3rd State Governor



6  Miss Alice W. Lathrop
10th State Governor

Edwin Chamberlin
5th State Governor



Mrs. Roscoe C. Hauser
14th State Governor

Elmer C. Gates
17th State Governor



Joseph B. Latimer
19th State Governor

Mrs. Robert Leroy Allen
23rd State Governor



Leslie Evans (L)
Lawrence K. Casey, Jr. (R) 

28th State Governor

Landing of the Pilgrim Fathers
(Restrike Etching) by Charles Lucey



Mayflower in Plymouth Harbor (1882), 
by William Formsby Halsall (1841-1919).  

Pilgrim Hall Museum, Plymouth, Massachusetts. 



Founding Texas Officers 
Society of Mayflower Descendants

1932-1933

GOVERNOR W. Leslie Evans, San Antonio
DEPUTY GOVERNOR Robert Ring, Houston
SECRETARY Mary Frances Norton, San Antonio
TREASURER Evalyn B. Sterling, San Antonio
HISTORIAN Gustine C. Weaver, McKinney 
ELDER Alice W. Lathrop, San Antonio
CAPTAIN Arthur H. W. Norton, San Antonio
COUNSELOR Judge A. E. Wilkerson, Austin



Landing of the Pilgrims by Henry Sargent.
Painted in America, 1818-1822.



Mayflower Compact 1620
• After a difficult voyage in November 1620, the 

Mayflower anchored at Cape Cod, north of the 
limits of the Virginia Colony, and beyond any 
organized law.  Some form of government was 
necessary.  

• Those who intended to settle at Cape Cod 
comprised two separate groups: the religious 
dissenters from England and Holland, and those 
who hoped to better themselves in this new Colony.  
Differences of opinion had arisen between these 
groups on the voyage.  These differences had to be 
reconciled if the colony was to survive.



• Therefore, on November 21,1620, in the "Great 
Cabin" aboard the Mayflower, forty-one male 
passengers composed a written document, 
which was a vow, a pledge a word of honor that 
all who signed it, as well as their families 
promised to abide by its proclamation. 

• The settlers lived up to the Compact they 
signed. It brought the divergent groups into one 
unified group, and the Compact remained as the 
Constitution of the Colony until Plymouth was 
merged into the Massachusetts Bay Colony in 
1692 by order of King William and Queen Mary.



The Signing of the Compact 
in the Cabin of the Mayflower.

By Edward Percy Moran (1862-1935).

This bronze bas-relief by Cyrus E. Dallin 
is the centerpiece of the park at the base of 
Provincetown's Pilgrim Memorial Monument. 

Commissioned in 1921 to commemorate 
the 300th anniversary of the landing of 

the Pilgrims.  



Mayflower Compact 1620

Agreement Between the Settlers at New Plymouth: 
1620  IN THE NAME OF GOD, AMEN. We, whose 
names are underwritten, the Loyal Subjects of our 
dread Sovereign Lord King James, by the Grace of 
God, of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, King, 
Defender of the Faith, &c. 

Having undertaken for the Glory of God, and 
Advancement of the Christian Faith, and the 
Honour of our King and Country, a Voyage to plant 
the first Colony in the northern Parts of Virginia;



Do by these Presents, solemnly and mutually, in 
the Presence of God and one another, covenant 
and combine ourselves together into a civil Body 
Politick, for our better Ordering and 
Preservation, and Furtherance of the Ends 
aforesaid:

And by Virtue hereof do enact, constitute, and 
frame, such just and equal Laws, Ordinances, 
Acts, Constitutions, and Officers, from time to 
time, as shall be thought most meet and 
convenient for the general Good of the Colony; 
unto which we promise all due Submission and 
Obedience. 



IN WITNESS whereof we have hereunto 
subscribed our names at Cape-Cod the eleventh 
of November, in the Reign of our Sovereign Lord 
King James, of England, France, and Ireland, 
the eighteenth, and of Scotland the fifty-fourth, 
Anno Domini; 1620.

Signing of the Mayflower Compact
by J.L.G. Ferris 



The First Thanksgiving (1914), 
by Jennie A. Brownscombe (1850-1936),

Pilgrim Hall Museum, Plymouth, Massachusetts 

Detail from Brownscombe's
The First Thanksgiving

Detail (William Brewster) from
The First Thanksgiving by

Jennie A. Brownscombe 



The Pilgrim Pledge
In the name of god, Amen, 
I pledge myself to hold aloft the lamps of 

civil and religious liberty lighted by the 
Pilgrims at Plymouth Rock, 

to recall and cherish the sacrifices and 
struggles made by them for the common 
good, 

to study their lives, deeds, faith, courage, 
and character, and to draw inspiration 
there from, 



to emulate their spirit to be loyal to the Flag 
and institutions of the country whose 
foundings was so greatly aided by their 
work and wisdom.  

to do everything within my power to deserve 
and preserve the heritage, and 

at all times and in all ways to profit by their 
Pilgrim example.



Interview with Massasoit by Eastman Treaty with the Indians by Botkin

The Pilgrims' First Religious Service 
by Allelbe

The Geneva Bible used by 
Mayflower Pilgrim William 

Bradford, published in 1592.



1948 Visit of Governor General
Col. Walter M. Pratt 



Texas Charter & Founders’ Plaque

1967



19th Governor General 
Joseph B. Latimer 

1973 Annual Meeting
In Corpus Christi

Bacon's Landing of the Pilgrims



1975 Celebration of the 
Mayflower Compact

H. Leslie Evans

Charlotte J. Sarratt

E. Oliver Sarratt



Lathrop Memorial Cabinet

1976



����

Lt. Col. Marolf P. Gregory 
receiving insignia of office from 

outgoing Gov. Hershel W. 
Anderson with Governor General 

E. Fredrick Low looking on.  



Gov. William J. Newcomb (1989-1991) & 
Gov. Donald G. Pray

Gov. Michael J. Hodnett (2001-2003)

Gov. Clarence Wilkinson

(1993-1995)
Gov. Donald G. Pray 

(1991-1993)

Past Texas Society Governors



Past Texas Society Governors

Gov. DeWitt Alsup(2003-2005)
Gov. Rebecca Vandagriff 

(1997-1999)

Gov. Mary E. Eck 
(1995-1997) &

Gov. Michael J. Hodnett
(2001-2003)

Gov. Linda Hill
(2005-2007)



Past Texas Society Governors

The Landing of the Pilgrims by Corne

Gov. Mary E. Eck
(1995-1997)

Gov. Michael J. Hodnett
(2001-2003)

Gov. Barbara L. Williams
(1997-1999)



Installation of Officers
1995-1997



Installation of Officers
1997-1999



Installation of Officers
2001-2003



Board of Assistants Invitation
in Plymouth, MA

Texans invite General Board of 
Assistants to come to Texas

Governor General 
Robert E. Davis 
gladly accepts



General 
Board of 

Assistants 
Meeting in 

San Antonio



Educating the Future about the Past
Alice Lathrop Education Fund at Work



Educating the Future about the Past

Barbara Warnock, Mary Eck, Peggy Jared

Peggy, Mary, Barbara

Peggy & Mary



Sarah Pruett

Librarian Liz Frame, 
Sarah Pruett & 

Marsha Jernigan

Educating the Future about the Past



TEXAS STATE OFFICERS
April, 2005 - April, 2007

• GOVERNOR Linda L. Hill
• DEPUTY GOVERNOR Jerry Dalton
• RECORDING SECRETARY Pat Howard
• CORRESPONDING SECRETARY Nancy Parker 
• TREASURER Ron Moranville
• CO-HISTORIAN Carol Scarborough 
• CO-HISTORIAN Dr. Robin Ruth Alexander 
• CAPTAIN Charles Prince 
• ELDER Ann Harder 
• COUNSELOR Jeffrey Hellberg
• SURGEON Dr. Waid Rogers  
• PARLIAMENTARIAN Wm. Dewitt Alsup



Texas Colonies - Amarillo

* Amarillo 

Pat & Governor General Eugene Fortine
Barbara Williams        



Texas Colonies – Central Texas

Robin Alexander

Central Texas *

Judith Renker, Michael Hodnett, Colony Gov. 
Karen Renker

1996



Texas Colonies – Corpus Christi

*  Corpus Christi

Charles Adams & Mary Lou Morris

William & Evangelyne Jackson 

Charles
Adams



Texas Colonies – Dallas – Fort Worth

* Dallas-Fort Worth

A line of Governors –
Donald Pray from Dallas

Donald Pray & Mrs. Hallie Gavner



Texas Colonies - Houston

* Houston

Pat Howard & Janet Kres

Joe Cox (San Antonio),
Harlan Green (Austin) & 

Bart Henson

Mary Eck (San Antonio) & 
Rebecca Vandagriff



Texas Colonies – San Antonio

* Tyler 

* Dallas-Fort Worth 

* Waco 

* San Antonio

Mary Eck, 
Peggy Grosser, 

Marjorie Stull, 
Colony Gov. Debbie Werner,

Joe Cox, & Betty Wall

William Newcomb
Donald Pray (Ft. Worth)

Beth Schmulen & Betty Wall



Texas Colonies - Tyler

* Tyler

Colony Gov. Betty Corcoran, 
Leah Davis,

Gov. Linda Hill
Carolyn McCall

Cindy McMullen 
Director of Genealogy Dept.

Kurth Memorial Library at Lufkin, TX 6/1/05

Tyler Colony Governor
Betty Corcoran



Texas Colonies - Waco

New Waco Colony members

Installation of officers – 5/14/05
Gov. Linda Hill & Jerrie Geisler                                

Margaret Middlebrook                
Carol Scarborough

Gale Gregory
Brenda Jordan

* Waco



Society of Mayflower 
Descendants 

in the State of Texas

75th Anniversary


