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Greetings Cousins,   
 
This summer has been busy and exciting.  On a personal level 
my Shih Tzu had a litter of pups, 3 boys and one female.  They 
have been a handful but such a joy after three tries.  They all 
have new homes except for the one Pat and I kept.   
 

The summer was capped off by the General Board of Assistants meeting held 
the weekend after Labor Day in Indianapolis.  During that meeting our 2016 
TXSOMD scholarship winner, Hannah Gooden, received the first place $6000 
General Society Scholarship!  Congratulations Hannah. 
 
While in Indianapolis, I heard many compliments about TXSOMD members 
and their work on national committees, especially Peggy Marsh for her work on 
the GSMD Junior Committee and Mike Nichols for his work as Chair of the 
GSMD Technology Committee.   
  
Our TXSOMD programs in Juniors, Education and Scholarships are so im-
portant to our mission.  The BOA approved a new, exciting program at our 
meeting in San Antonio.  The 2020 Fund Committee, chaired by James Walker, 
Governor of the Tyler Colony will be instrumental in raising the funds to in-
crease the amounts that we are able to use for Juniors, Education, and Scholar-
ship programs.  Please send donations to our Treasurer, Mike Nichols, 310 Clo-
vis Dr, Georgetown, TX 78628 and designate 2020 Campaign on the check.   
 
The 2016 Colony Governors' Forum will take place in Austin, on October 
30th at the Doubletree Arboretum.  This year’s event will be open to all 
TXSOMD and Colony officers, elected and appointed.  All committee chairper-
sons are encouraged to attend so that your programs and budgets for 2017 can 
be discussed.  Those attending will get a preview of the site for the 2017 Annu-
al meeting. 
 
Take a few moments at your Thanksgiving celebrations to remember our Pil-
grim ancestors and pass on their legacy and story to your children and grand-
children. Happy Thanksgiving! 
 

Rick 
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Calendar of Upcoming Events Fall 2016 
 
 
 

October 30th 
          The Texas Governor’s Forum is ex- panding to include all colony officers and 
members of the Texas Board of Assistants.  This year’s meeting is scheduled from 10:30 to 3:30 at the Dou-
bletree by Hilton Austin NW Arboretum, 8901 Business Park Dr., Austin.  This is not a business meeting; it 
is designed as an informal informational and training meeting to discuss issues facing your colonies and the 
state.  Lunch will be funded by the Texas Society.   RSVP to Mike Nichols, nichols,ms@gmail.com 
 
November 5th 
         Central Texas Colony gathers at 11:30 a.m. at the Hilton Garden Inn and Suites, NW Arboretum, 11617 
Research Blvd (Hwy 183 and Duval exit) Austin.  Michael Byrne, past Governor of the San Antonio Colony,  
will present “Civil Behavior and Punishments in the Plimouth Colonie”.   Contact Dwight Benson for details 
Dwight.Mayflower@gmail.com  
 
November 12th 
       Tyler Colony meets at 11:00 a.m. at the Hampton West Condominiums Clubhouse, 1521 Rice Rd, Tyler.  
Kelly Lindsey, Colony Education Chair, will talk about the colony education for elementary school children. 
RSVP to Jim Walker, Governor, 903-539-4435 or jimwalker.tyler@gmail.com. 
 
         West Texas Colony meets from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. at the Greentree Country Club, Midland, RSVP to Lo-
rie Holbrooks, Governor, at lrubenser@hotmail.com  
 
          Corpus Christi Colony meets at the Corpus Christi Yacht Club.  Contact Colony Governor, Nancy Par-
ker for details at Mutinyct@att.net               
 
November 19th       
        Dallas Fort Worth Colony meets at 11:30 a.m. at the Texas Star Golf Course and Conference Center in 
Euless.  The guest speaker will be Dr Edward Countryman, Distinguished History Professor from SMU.  
Contact Prarie Counce for  details prariec@me.com  
 
  
        San Antonio Colony meets at 11:30 a.m. at Los Patios, 2015 NE Loop 410.  Tom Jackson will present 
“The History of Thanksgiving: From Henry VIII to FDR”.  Lunch will be a traditional turkey and dressing 
lunch.  Texas SOMD Governor, Rick Denham, will also attend.  Cost is $27.00 and checks should be sent to 
Barbara Kyse, 7887 Broadway, #404, San Antonio, TX 78209. 
 
November 20th 
          Houston Colony meets at the Brae Burn Country Club, 8181 Bissonet St, Houston, at 12 p.m. The pro-
gram will focus on manners, customs and foods of the Pilgrims. Adults are $35, and  children under 14, $16.  
Send checks made out to Houston Colony, SOMD, to Nancy Keith, 7218 Blandford Lane, Houston, 77055 
by November 14th. Special dietary needs should be communicated to Nancy. Bring white elephant or special 
items for the Silent Auction benefitting the Colony scholarship fund. For details, ldavis@consolidated.net 
 
December 10th 
         Waco Colony meets at 11:30 a.m. at the Waco McLennan County Library, 5301 Bosque Blvd, Commu-
nity Meeting Room.  The “Horton Duo” will present a musical program, “Music of the 17th Century”.  
Lunch ticket $15, RSVP to Ann Harder, 254-722-5735. 
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News from the Vault 
 

Fall brings ‘Dues Season’.   It is time to pay your Texas Mayflower Society Annual $30 Dues for the com-
ing year.  Some members desire to pay the annual dues for other family members and you are welcome to do 
this.  Please let our Corresponding Secretary, Prarie Counce, know at prariec@me.com   and include your 
Texas Society member number and all of the Texas Society member numbers of those whose dues you will 
be paying.  When dues notices are prepared they will be mailed directly to you. 
You can also pay your annual dues with a credit card using the Texas Mayflower Society On-Line Dues 
Payment Offering.  The dues amount is $31 when using a credit card.  In order to keep your information se-
cure, we use the PayPal payment service.  To use this feature point your browser to http://txsomddues.org or 
click on the dues payment item on our website at http://texasmayflower.com. The login requires both the 
Texas member number and the General Society member number.  A member, including Life Members, can 
pay for other members and are able to pay for multiple members in the same transaction.  Each member be-
ing paid for is checked to make sure they are Active, not a Life Member, and have not already paid their 
dues. 
 
Our Scholarship, Education, and Library programs are funded from The Texas Mayflower Fund.  Several 
members choose to make a donation to this fund at the time they pay their annual dues.  Any donations are 
received, unless otherwise specified, donations are added to the Texas Mayflower Fund.  Credit card pay-
ment is not available for donations at the present time.  Memorials and other gifts to the Texas Mayflower 
Fund are gratefully appreciated and are tax deductible. 
 
At our Annual Meeting in San Antonio we approved a Texas Mayflower 2020 fund-raising campaign to 
raise $125,000 by the end of 2020.  This will allow us to significantly enhance our scholarships and provide 
additional funds for our education programs.  You can learn more about this campaign by clicking on the 
2020 Fund item at http://texasmayflower.com, as well as make an on-line donation. 

Are you tired of having old money-bags hassling you for your annual dues each fall?  Then consider becom-
ing a Texas Society Life member.  The cost is a one-time payment of $750.  For more information please 
contact either Prarie Counce, our Corresponding Secretary, or Mike Nichols, our Treasurer. 
 
Make your check payable to SOMD State of TX and mail it to me.  If possible, please write your TX Society 
# on your check.  You can email me at nichols.ms@gmail.com with any questions. 
 
Mike Nichols 
Treasurer, TXSOMD 
310 Clovis Drive. 
Georgetown,  TX  78628 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
The following members donated to our 2020 Capital Campaign and the Texas Mayflower Fund since our 
last issue: 
 
Bart Henson,  Joseph Stephens, Mike and Pat Nichols 
        

http://txsomddues.org
http://texasmayflower.com
http://texasmayflower.com/
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Please Welcome Our New Members by Application 

Name Ancestor Name Ancestor 

Alexa Haass Stephen Hopkins Velouette Zavadil Stephen Hopkins 

Gary M Chapel Isaac Allerton Peggy Jean Brown Hays Stephen Hopkins 

Glenda Lynn Sims William Bradford Robert Grenville Valentine John Alden 

Diana Briton Putnam William Bradford Joe Charles Capps George Soule 

 June Crowell Johnson William Bradford Nancy Gail Reed Anderson William Mullins 

Lesley Ann Girouard Johnson Edward Doty Helen West McElmurry Richard Warren 

Blake Hovenden West Thomas Rogers Daniel Clay Shipherd Stephen Hopkins 

Brittanny Ann Percifield Shane Myles Standish Karly Dawn Percifield Martin Myles Standish 

Katelyn Marie Percifield Myles Standish Brandy Diane Percifield Myles Standish 

Cole David Percifield Myles Standish David Ray Duncan John Howland 

Eric Michael Duncan John Howland Matthew David Duncan John Howland 

Brooke Elizabeth Sutter Francis Cooke Paula Cole Jaques Isaac Allerton 

Carl Herbert Swanson John Howland Adrianne Burke Stephen Hopkins 

Patsy Jean Briggs McGill William White Janet Garman Arkinson George Soule 

Hope C Bliss Mary Allerton Janet Pettersen Daniel Francis Cooke 

Kellie Mathieu John Alden Haley Renae Wilkerson John Howland 

Logan Allen Wilkerson John Howland John Gregory Baxter Francis Cooke 

    

    

    

And Our New Member by Transfer 

 Martha E Knight Thorne 
From South Carolina 

Richard Warren  
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The following members had new ancestors approved since the last newsletter. 
 
John Albert Baxter, Jr                Stephen Hopkins  John Kelly Hardin                       Richard Warren 
 
James Alan Clifford                    James Chilton       Lawren Lydian Hall                    George Soule 
 
Gary Moore Chapel                     James Chilton      Pamela Sue Williams-Johnson    William White 

New Junior Members 

                                  In Memoriam 

Donald Child 
      Former San Antonio 
       Colony Governor 

April 29, 2016 Francis Cooke 

Patricia H. Howard 
      Former AG for Texas 

May 26, 2016 William Brewster 

Mary Anne Carlisle Lewis 
      Life Member 

December 3, 2015 John Tilley, Isaac Allerton, John 
Howland, Francis Eaton, Degory 
Priest, John Alden 

Priscilla Flawn April 12, 2016 Richard Warren 

Carolyn Fagan March 24, 2016 Stephen Hopkins 

Sidney Hockens July 3, 2016 Stephen Hopkins 

Joshua Allen Patterson  Ancestor  George Soule   Sponsor  Paula Patterson 
 

Charlotte Elizabeth O’Connor  Ancestor  Stephen Hopkins   Sponsor  Jane Lewis 
 

Natalie Corinne Dow and Noah Frank Dow  Ancestor  John Tilley  Sponsor  Norene Pfautz Fiacco 
 

Cecilia Johnson    Ancestor  Edward Doty    Sponsor  Lesley Johnson 
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The Houston Colony is selling their own Mayflower pin holder with ribbon.  The 
ribbon is a great place to proudly display your State pins, Mayflower event pins or 
any other non- insignia pin.  It is also a convenient place to hold your eye glasses.   
They also have the Indian pin for spouses for sale.  Each can be purchased for 
$10.00 plus $3.00 shipping and handling. For multiple pin holders/pins, (3 or more), 
check for shipping rates.  Contact Sandra Sauers for orders or additional information 
at s.sauers@sbcglobal.net.    
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Texas SOMD Annual Meeting will be March 24-March 25 2017 in our beautiful Capitol city 
of Austin.  We will be at the Doubletree by Hilton Austin NW Arboretum, 8901 Business Park Dr. 
Austin, TX. 
 
The hotel room rate is $110 per night; this is an excellent rate for the busy Austin area.  Early room 
reservations are encouraged by using the following link http://doubletree.hilton.com/en/dt/groups/
personalized/A/AUSBPDT-MAY-20170322/index.jhtml?WT.mc_id=POG .  The code is MAY.  
You may also call the hotel directly at 512-634-3209.  We do encourage you to book your room 
early. 
 
The business meeting will occur before lunch; this year the planning committee is offering a varie-
ty of afternoon speakers of general interest to members.   Plans include breakout meetings for of-
ficers and committees and a presentation on DNA and the Mayflower policy for use in proving 
your lineage.  More details will appear in the Winter issue of “Howdy Pilgrim”. 
 
The Central Texas Colony is looking forward to hosting our Texas members at the next Annual 
Meeting.  A Registration form, and full details will appear in the next “Howdy Pilgrim”. 
 

 
****Rather than typing out the long registration link, feel free to email Pat Nichols at patri-
cia.a.nichols@gmail.com and request that she send you the link.   

http://doubletree.hilton.com/en/dt/groups/personalized/A/AUSBPDT-MAY-20170322/index.jhtml?WT.mc_id=POG
http://doubletree.hilton.com/en/dt/groups/personalized/A/AUSBPDT-MAY-20170322/index.jhtml?WT.mc_id=POG
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“LinkedIn” to Juniors   
 
The GSMD Junior Committee is very grateful to Christina Scott, GSMD Communications Manager. Not only did she and her 
staff do an outstanding job updating the General Society of Mayflower Descendants website, she worked with the GSMD Jun-
ior Committee to categorize many documents for you to access. By visiting the GSMD web site at: https://
www.themayflowersociety.org/ you will find other updated links, including the popular SHOP link.  
 

The Junior Committee link is now able to provide all Junior chairmen with resources to develop and promote their Junior pro-
grams, but the link is not only for Junior Chairmen. Now each GSMD member may easily locate documents to promote the 
beloved Pilgrim story through games, crafts, activities and historical stories at the GSMD Junior Committee link: https://
www.themayflowersociety.org/committees/juniors.  
 

More informative links for Juniors, Junior sponsors and Texas Society Members 
Most Texas Society Members have young relatives between the ages of birth and 18 who could be sponsored as a Texas Junior 
member. It is very easy to do and will benefit the Junior with a lasting memory of inclusion in society activities. Please open 
the link below for complete information and an application:  
 

Junior membership application:  https://app.box.com/files/0/f/0/1/f_92554044765 
Any Junior member who is nearing 18, is invited to transfer from Junior Status to Adult Status for membership in the General 
Society of Mayflower Descendants. The application may be found on the link below: 
Junior to Adult (GSMD) membership:  https://app.box.com/files/0/f/0/1/f_92562314574 

Hit Me with a Brick - second essay competition details:  https://app.box.com/files/0/f/0/1/f_93582824878 

Hit Me with a Brick - second essay - entry form:  https://app.box.com/files/0/f/0/1/f_93586519192 

400 Ideas - 2020 anniversary contest:    https://app.box.com/files/0/f/0/1/f_93589278840400  

GSMD Recommended Reading List for Juniors:  https://app.box.com/files/0/f/0/1/f_92644007219  

Spring 2016 issue of the Texas Junior newsletter, Cousins: https://app.box.com/files/0/f/0/1/f_93477777104 
Texas Scholarship Information: http://texasmayflower .com/documents/2016Scholarship-State.pdf 

Open this link to see who was awarded the top 2016 GSMD scholarship (hint: a Texas girl from DFW Colony):  https://
www.themayflowersociety.org/scholarships 

New Colony Junior Chairs 
Thank you to Norene Fiacco and Emily Gary, for serving as San Antonio Colony’s newest Junior Co-Chairs. Our Texas Colo-
ny Junior Chairmen welcome you: Central Texas Colony Chair Barbara Alvarez, Dallas-Fort Worth Colony Chair Sandy Sa-
hagian, West Texas Colony Governor Rick Denham, Tyler Colony Governor Jim Walker, Corpus Christi Governor Nancy 
Parker and Houston Colony Chair Peggy Marsh. At the Texas Society Annual Meeting in Austin this spring, we will meet to 
discuss our plans for our Junior programs and share our successes!  
 

Please Add My Email Address to your Address Book 
 

Juniors and Junior sponsors receive email copies of the Texas Junior newsletter, Cousins, each November 11 and April 5. Mul-
tiple historical stories, Today in Our History, are also sent to Texas Juniors by email. Unless my email address is added to your 
address book, you may not receive these emails or important news regarding Junior members. If you do not have access to a 
computer, please contact Peggy Marsh at 281-451-4141 for any assistance.  
 
Thank you for inspiring Junior legacies,  
 
Peggy Marsh, Texas Junior Chairman   peggysmarsh@comcast.net  

  

https://www.themayflowersociety.org/
https://www.themayflowersociety.org/
https://www.themayflowersociety.org/committees/juniors
https://www.themayflowersociety.org/committees/juniors
https://app.box.com/files/0/f/0/1/f_92554044765
https://app.box.com/files/0/f/0/1/f_92562314574
https://app.box.com/files/0/f/0/1/f_93582824878
https://app.box.com/files/0/f/0/1/f_93586519192
https://app.box.com/files/0/f/0/1/f_93589278840400
https://app.box.com/files/0/f/0/1/f_92644007219
https://app.box.com/files/0/f/0/1/f_93477777104
http://texasmayflower.com/documents/2016Scholarship-State.pdf
https://www.themayflowersociety.org/scholarships
https://www.themayflowersociety.org/scholarships
mailto:peggysmarsh@comcast.net


8  

  

The Society of Mayflower  
Descendants in the State of Texas 
 
Pat Nichols, Editor 
310 Clovis Dr 
Georgetown, TX 78628-7166 
 
 
Change Service Requested 

       Non Profit Org. 
          US Postage  
              PAID 
        Permit 923 
 
     Wichita, Kansas 

 
 

Doubletree by Hilton Austin NW  
Arboretum, site of the 2017 
TXSOMD Annual Meeting. 
 
Join the Central Texas Colony and cele-
brate spring in the Hill Country. 
 
March 24th-25th, 2017 
 
See page 6 for room reservation details. 
Registration forms and full details will ap-
pear in the next issue. 
 
Come on down! 


